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L ongtime members of 
Congress are an 
unnecessary “political 
working class.” 

—MARK SANFORD, 

(R-S.C.), House freshman 


Young , Old Cast Slurs 
As GOP Unity Cracks 


By Guy Gugliotta 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Yesterday was one of those name-calling, finger-pointing, word- 
gobbling, mind-bending days that make voters want to throw the 
entire Congress into a dumpster and pick a new one. The kind of 
day that makes voters call for term limits. 

What people may want, however, they will not get, for it was a 
futile debate on term limits that tied the House in knots and finally 
brought Speaker Newt Gingrich’s GOP juggernaut to a halt. 

For the first time in the new Republican House, majority unity 
cracked. Younger members cast slurs against their elders who, 
freshman Rep. Mark Sanford (R-S.C.) said, have become an unnec- 
essary “political working class,” or. Rep. Nick Smith (R-Mich.) add- 
ed, are “a little more receptive ... to special interests.” 

Older members returned the favor term limits are “dumbing 
down democracy,” said Rep. Henry J. Hyde (R-Ill.); the Constitution 
“shouldn’t tell voters who they can’t vote for,” said Rep. F. James 
Sensenbrenner Jr. (R-Wis.). 

The GOP’s generational breach was fueled on both sides by arro- 
gance, conviction and political experience. Typical of this divide 
were Hyde, 70, a survivor from the GOP’s long congressional 
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Y ounger colleagues 
calling Congress 
“a cesspool — it makes 
me cringe.” 

— HENRY J. HYDE, 

(R-lll.), in his 11th House term 


> LIMITS, From A1 ' 

eclipse, and Sanford, 34, whose only political 
^experience is the special success of a great 
‘party victory. 

Sanford, a self-made millionaire real es- 
tate investor who won a tough primary last 
year in part by promising to serve only three 
terms, has made term limits a pillar of his 
political credibility: “If you believe in the 
principle,” he said, “you have to step up to 
the plate.” 

- Hyde, in his 11th term, spoke of how his 
longtime opposition to term limits had made 
him feel like an “odd man out” in a Congress 
dominated by young GOP colleagues who 
won election by running “against the institu- 
tion,” and by calling it “a cesspool — it makes 
Jne cringe. 

‘ “They say we are all burnt-out cases; 
fThey have co-opted the term ‘citizen legisla- 
tors,’ ” said Hyde, seething in his office yes- 
terday morning in anticipation of his upcom- 
ing floor speech. “How perverse.” 


Being old “can be useful,” he continued. 
“You don’t generate giants from the phone 

book How do you tell [Senate Majority 

Leader] Bob Dole he can’t be a ‘citizen legis- 
lator.’ Goddamn it, it’s awful.” 

For Hyde, term limits were a way for the 
GOP youngsters to tap voters’ worst in- 
stincts: “Republicans couldn’t win at the bal- 
lot box,” he said, “so we devised a formula.” 
It worked, he added, and “now we are reap- 
ing the whirlwind.” 

Sanford, however, regards experience as 
overrated and too expensive: ‘There is a di- 
rect correlation between length of time in of- 
fice and a propensity to spend federal dol- 
lars.” Sanford takes no money from 
lobbyists, sleeps in his office, and even refus- 
es the daily ice delivery— a traditional perk 
of office frowned upon by the new regime. 

“The sum total of votes [by the old guard] 
is a $4.8 trillion debt,” Sanford said. This, he 
added, was “the larger message” — that 
members should leave office before they get 
tainted. 


“It’s not like we’re dealing with brain sur- 
gery,” said Sanford. “Probably there’s a six- 
month learning curve, and even after a year, 
you don’t have it down pat. But over time, 
you begin to erode your sense of the outside 
world,” he added. “And at some point, you 
begin to think that it’s absolutely essential to 
the nation that you stay in office.” 

On the floor, Democrats repeatedly point- 
ed out the contradictions between these two 
views, suggesting that only a minority of Re- 
publicans really cared about term limits and 
noting that none of the four versions of the 
legislation had a prayer of passing. 

Guaranteed failure. Rep. Barney Frank 
(D-Mass.) suggested, was deliberate, giving 
the GOP a feel-good “yes” vote on something 
that would never pass. Never, Frank said, 
had he seen “more people in this body voting 
yes and praying no.” 

Rep. Luis V. Gutierrez (D-Ill.) was nastier. 
The debate, he said, was about “phony term 
limits,” which would take effect long after 


most of the current Republican leadership 
had lived to a ripe old age. 

“The Republicans understand they need to 
get reelected,” Gutierrez said. “Otherwise 
we wouldn’t have the ranting, the raving, the 
pandering and the posturing we are going to 
hear today.” 

Rep. Martin R. Hoke (R-Ohio) rose to the 
defense. It was the Democrats who were 
playing charades, he said, by offering a ver- 
sion of term limits designed to put every 
member with 12 years of seniority into im- 
mediate retirement. Hoke said he had talked 
to Rep. John D. Dingell (D-Mich.), one of the 
authors of the amendment, and that Dingell, 
the House’s most senior member, had told 
him that he never intended to vote for his 
own measure. 

“Now if that is not a cynical exploitation of 
the American public, then what is?” Hoke 
asked. “What could be more cynical? What 
could be more hypocritical?” 

Dingell reappeared in the chamber and 
asked that Hoke’s remarks be expunged 


from the record as a personal insult. They 
were. Then Dingell asked for an apology. f 
Hoke refused. Dingell objected, and a vote 
was ordered on whether Hoke should be 
lowed to proceed. Hoke won, then apol^ 
gized to Dingell. The chamber applauded 
but there was more. " ;* 

A few minutes later, Dingell stood to' 
speak against term limits, lauding service in 
the House as “a good calling, an honprabje 
calling.” When he finished, Rep. Bob Inglis. 
(R-S.C.) asked Dingell if he would “state 
clearly” whether he opposed term limits. 

Dingell would. He opposed them. Four., 
hours later, his version of term limits was* 
defeated 297 to 135. 

Dingell voted yes, having his cake and eat-f 
ing it too, the kind of cute parliamentary man 
neuver that you don’t leam overnight. Hours 
earlier Hyde, a clever technician himself, had 
reflected on this skill, noting: “John DingelLis 
a better congressman in his little finger than* 
any of these people.” 



